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Update Your Contact Info 

    If your phone number or address has changed, please make sure you 
update it with our office so we can reach you if your student is sick or 
a teacher needs to contact you about assignments. 

Mandatory Progress Report  
Card Night Tuesday, April 21st 

     On Tuesday, April 21st we will hold our sec-
ond Progress Report Card Night at ASTEC 
Charter Middle School. Parents are required to 
pick up their student’s Progress Report, in 
person, between the hours of 3:30 p.m. and 
6:30 p.m. Students whose parents do not pick up the Progress 
Report card, may not return to school until the parent comes to 
the school to receive the grades. On Progress Report card night, 
teachers will meet with parents whose student has a D, an F or 
a behavior comment on their progress report. Please keep in 
mind that lines are longer at 3:20. If you wait until after 4:00 
p.m., you can avoid long lines. 

Scholastic Book Fair May 4-8 

    ASTEC’s Scholastic Book Fair is May 4th through May 8th 
inside Shepherd Mall near Subway. Now is the time to stock up 
for summer reading at the Buy One, Get One FREE! Book Fair. 
For every item purchased, you’ll get a second item for FREE! 
You will double your purchasing power and go home with 
twice the books! 
      We also need parents to help work at the book fair. Please 
contact Mechelle Kirtley at mechelle.kirtley@astec-inc.org or 
by phone at 405-947-6273. You may also email her through our 
new book fair home page at http://
bookfairs.scholastic.com/homepage/
astecbookfair. The book fair is open from 8 
a.m. until 4 p.m. each day and we will have a 
book fair family night on May 7th for families 
to attend after school/work. 

Complete Enrollment Today! 
     Enrollment Forms were sent home with students currently in the 6th and 7th grades. If you have not completed enrollment at this 
time your student may not be able to enroll later if all openings are filled. Please remember that a student’s enrollment is not com-
pleted until all paperwork is into us and either payment of the enrollment fee or a deposit is made. Failing to meeting this deadline 
could mean that your student would be at risk for not attending ACMS next year! 

Newsletter Mailing List Being Rebuilt 

     Recently, the Newsletter Mailing List was lost due to computer 
problems. We are currently working to rebuild an accurate list. To 
subscribe, please send an email to misti.ashford@astec-inc.org with 
the word “subscribe” in the message line. Please in-
clude your first and last name and the email address 
you would like to register.  
     In the meantime, you may view the weekly news-
letter at www.astec-inc.org.  

Class Notes 
Mr. Blackston, 7th Grade Math — Over the next couple of weeks 
we will be discovering what it means and what it takes to be a land 
surveyor. To do so, we must apply several of the skills we have 
learned over the course of the school year. It should be an exciting 
challenge for the students. 
Ms. Harrison, 7th Grade English — We are working on a folktale 
unit.  We started with several Cinderella stories from around the 
world, including China, Vietnam, Mexico, Germany, and some oth-
ers.  These were compared by the students.  We are studying a variety 
of different tales from around the world.  The kids are working on a 
“story scroll” to go with the stories.  We have a poetry unit in about a 
week and a half. 
Ms. Fox, 7th Grade Geography — Hello Geo Parents! We will be-
gin the Geography CRT next week. Please have your students spend 
some time this weekend on Study Island, going through their test prep 
book, and reviewing their "Keys to Geographic Knowledge". Most 
students have a strong ability to interpret data on charts and graphs, 
but many of them need to refresh basic geographic terms and map 
skills like direction and latitude and longitude.  
Ms. Ricks, 7th Grade Technology — We are starting our "Are You 
Ready For College" project.  We will look at different options avail-
able after high school, such as, trade school, junior college, graduate 
work, etc.  We will also look at different careers, education needed 
and possible starting salaries.  We will use Microsoft office to help 
share our findings. 
Ms. Walker, 6th Grade Science — 6th Grade Science students are 
looking forward to beginning the exploration of “Ocean Motion”! 
Working in groups, each class will create a part of an underwater habi-
tat.  The collage will include plant and animal life, and will show the 
important part each plays in that ecosystem. Students will record cur-
rent data onto a graph to depict the shape of the seafloor off the coast 
of New Jersey, and will predict changes brought to ocean habitats 
through global warming. 
Ms. Massey, Sixth Grade Explore — The sixth graders just finished 
“Hello, Shakespeare,” and did a terrific job.  Students/Actors per-
formed in the auditorium for the eighth grade last week.  They are now 
writing children’s book with illustrations that will be graded on crea-
tivity, illustrations, neatness, the writing process and organization. The 
end of the semester will focus on Money, Jobs, and Real World Living 
Situations.  It is never too early to learn how to be a good steward of 
our finances! 
After-School Drama —We have a mandatory practice this coming 
Saturday, April 18 at 10am.  Students will need to bring a sack lunch 
and we will promptly end at 1:30pm. 
7th Grade Leadership — They are now writing children’s book with 
illustrations that will be graded on creativity, illustrations, neatness, 
the writing process and organization.  They will soon be creating the 
set for the spring play, The Princess Bride. 

Seventh Grade Leadership to Perform at Arts Festival 

     Seventh Grade Leadership has a gig!  Along with Ms. Curl, the 
students will be performing at the Oklahoma City Arts Festival on 
Tuesday, April 21st.  They will be performing 
on the very popular Café Stage!  Parents, feel 
free to come watch them at 2:00 PM.  Remind 
your student in Leadership that grades and E-
status must be in tact in order to go on this 
special outing.  Please email Ms. Curl at 
lisa.curl@astec-inc.org with any questions! 

Kudos to Food Bank Volunteers! 

     We would like to thank all the students (and parents who drove 
them) who volunteered at the Regional Food Bank on April 4. We had 
soooo much fun! Our next Food Bank Saturday will be on April 25, 
from 9-12. Transportation will not be provided. See Ms. Fox for de-
tails and to sign up!  

National History Day 

     We would like to congratulate the three students who competed in 
the National History Day Competition this year. Pamela Ortega (8), 
Jessica De La Cruz (8), and Anyssa White (7) spent a lot of their own 
time researching their topics and creating beautiful exhibits. The 
theme of National History Day this year was "The Individual In His-
tory"; Pamela selected Eleanor Roosevelt, Jessica chose John Lennon, 
and Anyssa did her project on the people of the Montgomery Bus 
Boycott. Great Job, Ladies!  



Easy Email List 
     The fastest way to communicate with your child’s teacher or adminis-
trator is through email.  Faculty will “copy” outgoing emails to their ad-
ministrators just to keep them informed.  Likewise, it is helpful if you 
“copy” the administration when you respond or send an email. All ASTEC 
employees may be reached  by emailing to the following prefixes followed 
by @astec-inc.org. 
Middle School Faculty 
Jeff.eskew— 6th grade Social Studies 
Cliffton.conatser — 6th grade Math 
Karen.walker — 6th grade Science 
Kevin.lynch — 6th grade English 
MeLynn.massey — 6th grade Explore 
Rebekah.smith — 6th grade Technology 
Cassandra.ricks — 7th grade Technology 
Jeff.brown — 7th grade Science 
Keith.blackston — 7th grade Math 
Barbara.harrison — 7th grade English 
Carrie.fox —- 7th grade Geography   
Danny.porter — 8th grade Science 
Iva.owens — 8th grade Math 
Sarah.bui— 8th grade Social Studies 
Paula.waterman— 8th grade English 
Harrison.Wolohon — 8th grade Technology  
MeLynn.massey — MS Special Services 
Pamela.mcwherter — Reading Specialist 
Ron.mcmillan — Physical Education 
Jon.corea — MS Art 
Mario.roldan — MS Spanish 
Lisa.curl — 7th Grade Leadership 
Sheila.suter — 7th and 8th Grade Health 
Miechele.summers — Leadership/Paraprofessional 
Erin.porter — Community-School Coordinator 
Meshelle.kirtley — Paraprofessional/Study Island 
Middle School Administration 
Misti.ashford — Middle School Principal 
Belinda.armstrong — MS Assistant Principal 
Stella.ross — Middle School Counselor 
Terry.kolar — Middle School Secretary 
Central Office 
Freda.deskin — CEO/Executive Director 
Lenita.parson — Financial Coordinator 
Shelby.schluchter—Executive Assistant 
Carolyn.parker — Receptionist 

April Calendar of Events 

Gum Notice 

     Please remember that students MAY NOT have 
any GUM on ASTEC property. Chewing gum in 
class or anywhere on our campus may result in a $5 gum fine! 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

   1 2 3 4 

5 6 7 8 9 10 11 

12 13 14 15 16 17 18 

19 20 21 22 23 24 25 

26 27 28 29 30   

6/7/8th Grade 
Math CRTs 

6/7/8th Grade 
Reading CRTs 

8th Grade 
Science CRTs 

8th Grade 
History CRTs 

7th Grade 
Geography CRTs 

7th Grade 
Geography CRTs 

7th Grade 
Geography CRTs 

7th Grade 
Geography CRTs 

7th Grade 
Geography CRTs 

8th Grade 
Algebra I EOI 

Mandatory Progress Report Night is April 21st 
from 3:30 until 6:30. Mark your calendars! 

Please check lost and found for missing items! 

Princess Bride 
Rehearsal 

Backpack Changes 
     Parents, we are currently changing vendors for our back-
packs at ACMS. It will take a few weeks as we get art work set 
up, etc. We appreciate your patience and hope the changes we 
make will give our students a more durable option. In the 
meantime, we will allow black backpacks that 
are similar in size to our approved backpack. 
We hope to have the new option available very 
soon. 

 

 
TEACH YOUR KIDS TO HANDLE LIFE’S CONFLICTS 
Why it Can Be Good for Kids to See Their Parents Disagree 

Dr. Charles Fay  

     With some simple tips from the Love and Logic Institute, parents 
can give their kids powerful skills for turning disagreements and con-
flicts into win-win solutions. All relationships experi-
ence conflict. People who understand this…and know 
how to maintain friendships in the face of friction…
enjoy a lifetime of happiness. Those who lack these 
skills struggle through a life filled with broken relation-
ships and divorce. Apply the following tips, and give 
your kids the skills they deserve:  
Tip #1: Remember that children learn the most about relation-
ships by observing how we handle ours.  
     How parents handle conflicts in their marriage is typically how 
their children will handle conflicts in their friendships and future mar-
riages. What we do in front of our kids is far more powerful than how 
we tell them to live their lives.  
Tip #2: Don’t make the mistake of trying to create a conflict-free 
family. 
     There’s no doubt that kids suffer tremendously when they see their 
parents yell, argue and fight. It’s never helpful for children to witness 
this type of behavior.  
     It’s also unhealthy for kids to see their parents stuff their emotions 
and try to pretend that nothing is wrong. This sends the unhealthy 
message that problems are to be avoided rather than solved.  
     Children are incredibly sensitive to unspoken tension, and they 
suffer great anxiety when their parents try to hide conflicts that need 
to be addressed.  
Tip #3: Have some healthy disagreements or conflicts in front of 
your kids. 
     Children need to see their parents disagreeing, expressing their 
emotions in assertive ways, and tackling conflicts head on. It’s healthy 
for kids to hear parents say things like, "It makes me mad when I try 
to use the car and it has no gas" or "It’s frustrating to me when it does-
n’t seem like you are listening to me."  

Tip #4: Use the lingo of problem-solving and compromise. 
     Children also need to hear us saying things like, "How can we 
solve this problem?" "Let’s compromise." "I’m sorry that I hurt your 
feelings" "Here are some possible solutions…"  
Tip #5: Use commonsense about what you discuss in front of your 
kids. 
     Wise parents discuss very sensitive topics only when and their 
children cannot hear. One mother remarked, "I realize now that my 
husband and I were actually making it harder for our kids to have 
happy relationships. By trying to keep all of our disagreements a se-
cret, we were robbing them of opportunities to see how problems can 
be solved. We were also creating a lot of unspoken tension that was 
draining the life out of our marriage."  
     She continued, "After following the tips you suggested, I witnessed 
our six-year-old arguing over a toy. I could hardly stop giggling when 
I heard him say, ‘How can we solve this problem? Let’s play some-
thing else.’ That sure beats the whining contests I used to hear!"  


