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Class Notes 
Ms. Summers, 6th Grade Explore — With appreciation to Sonic 
Drive-ins for funding our grant through Donor's Choose, the 6th 
graders will be working on speed stacking this week in Explore 
class.  Speed stacking is a fun sport that improves ambidexterity, 
using both sides of the body; and therefore improves 
bilateral proficiency, the ability for both hemispheres 
of the brain to talk to each other. Ask your 6th grade 
student about these big words, or just ask them how 
much they are enjoying the friendly competition of up 
stacking and down stacking the cups. 
Mr. Eskew, 6th Grade Social Studies — 6th grade 
social studies has taken their journey to this side of the planet.  We 
are in the process of gathering information on the Inca, Aztec and 
Mayan civilizations. They will be working on slide shows, then 
and now flyers and dioramas. Projects are due Friday, Dec.  11th.  
Ms. Waterman, 8th Grade English and Drama — Ms. Water-
man's Language Arts classes are reading "Flowers for Algernon" 
and learning about word association and analogies.  Honors is 
finishing up their short film projects and we will be viewing these 
next Tuesday.  8th grade Drama is also finishing up their short 
films and I can't wait to see all of them! 
Mr. Brown, 7th Grade Science — Sci7 did a really fun inquiry, 
inference and deduction activity with the students making their 
own logic cubes. This was the culminating activity to prepare the 
students for their science fair projects. Parents, please work with 
your children to help them buy their display boards and finish 
their experiments between now and January 7th, when they are 
due. 

Donate Empty Ink Cartridges 
     If you or your office has empty ink cartridges, you can donate them 
to ASTEC. By recycling ink cartridges, ASTEC earns money for our 
technology department. 
    If you work in an office that would be willing to donate used car-
tridges, please contact Belinda Armstrong at 405-947-
6273. She will get you a labeled collection box. When 
it is full, UPS will come pick it up from your office and 
ASTEC will receive the credit. It’s an easy way to sup-
port the technology department at ASTEC. 

Donation Station 

     You may have noticed our Donation Station located right out-
side the door. Items needed are: clothing, shoes, books, dishes and 
small appliances. All donations benefit ASTEC. 
You may also donate large items by calling 682-
4446. Donations made are also tax deductable — 
just place your name and address inside your pack-
age for a receipt to be mailed to you. 

Attendance is Important 
     Attendance is so important to your student’s success at 
school! If your student is going to be absent or tardy, please 
call us at 405-947-6273 by 8:30 a.m., on the day of the ab-
sence! Please remember that excessive absences and/or 
tardies may mean a student will not receive credit for a 
class. Ms. Pena, our assistant counselor will be checking in on stu-
dents who have tardies and absences. So expect a call if we don’t hear 
from you first. 

Hand Sanitizer and Clorox Wipes Needed 
     Because of the increased risk for flu this season, we are using lots 
of hand sanitizers and Clorox wipes. If you are unable to volunteer 

time this year, please give these items instead. Just 
bring them to the middle school office and let Ms. Ko-
lar record your donation in our volunteer book. We can 
also use bandaids and feminine hygiene products. 

See Your Student’s Grades Online 
     We now have parent ID's and passwords for access to our 
student information system, Powerschool. Any parent interested 
in getting this information to see their student's grades and atten-
dance online needs to contact Mr. Blackston or 
Ms. Kolar at 405-947-6273. Parent log-in infor-
mation will not be given to a student. Students 
have received their own access information 
already. We will have information about your 
log-in attached to Progress Reports next week. 

Science Fair 
Projects due  
January 12th 
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8th Grade Basketball Schedule 

December 7   

S.W Covenant 6:00 (There) (Boys and Girls)  
The address to SW Covenant is  

 2250 North Mustang Road, Yukon, OK 

December 15  

S.W. Christian 5:00 (Home) (Boys only) 
December 17  

Belle Isle  5:00 (Home)  (Boys and Girls) 
January  7   

S.W. Covenant 6:00 (Home) (Boys and Girls) 
January 12  

Independence 5:30 (There)(Boys and Girls) 
January 18   

S.W. Christian  5:00 (There)  (Boys and Girls) 
January 21-23  

Community Christian Tournament  (Boys and Girls) TBA 
January 25-30    

Jones Tournament. (Boys and Girls)  TBA 

Book Fair December 7-11 

     Our Annual English Department fundraiser — the Scholastic Book Fair — is coming up December 7th through December 
11th. We are looking for parents who can help work. If you can donate any time, please contact Maria Sanchez at 405-947-6273. 
Thanks for supporting reading among our students. 
     Drama Club students will perform "Clueless" at 5:30 p.m. in the auditorium. Then, come see all the great books at the book 
fair near Subway in the mall for our Book Fair Family Night! Family Night will end at 7:30, come early and register to win great 
prizes. 

Attention Athletes 
     If basketball players are not picked up by a parent or guardian after 
a home or away game, within 30 minutes of the game 
ending or the team arriving back to the school, that stu-
dent will not play in the next game. This policy is effec-
tive immediately. We sincerely appreciate parents and 
students who consider the coaches and the hours they put 
in with students before and after school. 



Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 
  1 2 3 4 5 

6 7 8 9 10 11 12 

13 14 15 16 17 18 19 

20 21 22 23 24 25 26 

27 28 29 30 31   

Dress Code 
     The price of admission to a class at ASTEC is a proper 
uniform. Please look for infractions parents can fix before stu-
dents come to school. For example: Shirts must be long enough 
to tuck in and belts may NOT have rivets or rhinestones. Solid 
black jackets with no hoods are allowed in class.  

Easy Email List 
     The fastest way to communicate with your child’s teacher or adminis-
trator is through email.  Faculty will “copy” outgoing emails to their ad-
ministrators just to keep them informed.  Likewise, it is helpful if you 
“copy” the administration when you respond or send an email. All ASTEC 
employees may be reached  by emailing to the following prefixes followed 
by @astec-inc.org. 
Middle School Faculty 

Jeff.eskew— 6th grade Social Studies and 8th Grade Boys Basketball 
Mechelle.kirtley — 6th grade Math 
Karen.walker — 6th grade Science 
Kevin.lynch — 6th grade English 
Miechele.summers — 6th grade Explore 
Rebekah.smith — 6th grade Technology 
Cassandra.ricks — 7th grade Technology 
Jeff.brown — 7th grade Science 
Patricia.sholar — 7th grade Math 
Barbara.harrison — 7th grade English 
Carrie.fox —- 7th grade Geography   
Danny.porter — 8th grade Science and 8th Grade Leadership 
Iva.owens — 8th grade Math 
Sarah.bui— 8th grade Social Studies 
Paula.waterman— 8th grade English 
Dena.owens — 8th grade Technology and 8th Grade Girls Basketball 
MeLynn.massey — MS Special Services 
Brad.porter — MS Special Services Paraprofessional/7th Grade Explore 
Pamela.mcwherter — Reading Specialist 
Ron.mcmillan — Physical Education 
Jon.corea — MS Art 
Mario.roldan — MS Spanish 
Cory.pocock — 7th and 8th Grade Health 
Erin.porter — Community-School Coordinator 
Middle School Administration 

Misti.ashford — Middle School Principal 
Keith.blackston — MS Assistant Principal 
Stella.ross — Middle School Counselor 
Pat.pena — Middle School Assistant Counselor 
Terry.kolar — Middle School Secretary 
Maria.sanchez — Middle School Parent Liaison 
Central Office 

Freda.deskin — CEO/Executive Director 
Charles.decoune — Chief Operating Officer 
Cliffton.conatser — Curriculum Coordinator 
Carolyn.parker — Financial Coordinator 
Shelby.schluchter—Executive Assistant 
Laura.quigley — Receptionist 

Donate to our Uniform Closet 

     We maintain a uniform closet each year for middle school students. 
If you have uniform items that your child can 
no longer wear, please consider donating them 
to our uniform closet. We also take solid black 
belts and shoes. If you would like to make a 
donation, please bring freshly laundered items 
to the middle school front office. This helps us 
get students back into class more quickly if 
they are out of uniform. 

Counselor’s Corner 
Extended Day Program 

Parents — Thanks so much to our parents for helping get Ex-
tended Day Programs off to a great start! This means a lot for our 
students and your support is greatly appreciated. 
 

Holiday Parties, December 18th 
     Holiday parties will be held during 6th hour on Friday, Decem-
ber 18th. Students will have parties in their homeroom classes. At 
ASTEC, we strive to give students in each 
grade levels equal parties, so please be advised 
that ALL donations will be divided equitably 
among all three grade levels. All donations are 
welcome for our holiday parties, but please 
know they will all go to one central location 
and be divided among the classes. The more 
donations we get for the parties, the more variety each class will 
have. If you can donate cookies, napkins, and CLEAR sodas, 
please contact Terry Kolar at 947-6273 or have your student bring 
the items to the front office. Parents are also welcome to come 
chaperone at the party as well.  
 

Finals Schedule 
     End of Semester Finals will be held next week. Parents, be 
aware that some teachers may be finishing up a big project and 
others may arrange to give a test earlier in the week to relieve the 
pressure of having several tests on one day. The Semester Test 
Schedule for December 17th and 18th  is: 

Thursday: 2nd, 4th and 6th Hours 

Friday: 1st, 3rd and 5th Hours 

School Calendar December 2009 

Winter Break — No School December 19-January 4 

Strengthening Families 

Strengthening Families 

Strengthening Families 

Early Release Day 
1:00 p.m. 

Students should 
read 30 minutes 

each day for 
homework! 

Winter Break — Classes Resume January 5, 2010 

Holiday Parties 
End of Quarter 

Where to Check When There’s Winter Weather 
     The winter season is upon us, and this means inclement weather 
could force schools to close or be delayed. In the case of snow or ice, 
please watch the major news stations in the metro area for informa-
tion. Also remember that websites for those television 
stations will have the most current information for you. 
You may also call the school and listen to the message 
for updates. ASTEC will close if Oklahoma City Public 
Schools close. However, this is not always the case, so 
check the TV channels or their websites for ASTEC’s 
specific information. 

Wrapping Paper on Sale 
     Holiday wrapping paper is on sale now! Just 50 
cents per roll, Ms. Smith, 6th grade technology and 
students in the Odyssey of the Mind after-school group 
are selling the wrapping paper. All proceeds will bene-
fit Odyssey of the Mind. 

Scholastic Book Fair — December 7-11th (Family Night 10th) 

Play Performance 


